Woman
finds
song

in wine
Ventfort to host
sampling Saturday

By CLAIRE COX

LEMOX — Poulle-Folss® is being
sent from a Prench vineyard for a wine
tasting st Ventfort Hall on Saturday, Sept.
16, b it wiill bave on American flavor,

The wine is being provided by a
chateau that is now the home of a horoe-
town Berkahire girl whio mamesd the vini-
neT's son,

|
|

Kewrie O'Brien (daughter of Nora |
O Brien, a Bealtor snd member of

Ventfort's board of directors) and Xavier
DeBoissien were mamied at LaVernete,
his family"s estate, om July | in o cerermno-
oy atiended by 350 guests. Both work in
the vinevards of the Chateau de
Laverneite, Domaine De Boissieu, where
wines have been since 1596

If all goes well. wines Kemie O Brien
helped o produce that were served at the
wedding also will be offered Shurday st

3 wine tnsting in Ventfort Holl's Billaand

Roeom from 4 1o 6:30 pom., following the
anntal Lepos Tob Parsde of gilded age
bauggies,

The program will featare o video pro-
vided by the DeBolssicns, o 12h-genera-
ton wine-producing  family, with. com-
mentary by Mark Olhamsky and fon
Dick, wine afficiandos.

O'Brien. a praduate of Lenox High
Schoul and the  University of
Mussachuseits ol Amberst, had planned
to become a doctor untill she travelsd o
California in 1993,

After wisiting a vineyard where she
ohserved @ team of wine makers, she
decided 1o go for the grapes instead of the
scalpel and stared bearning laboratory
technigues required for making fine
winke,

“I met a loi of very wonderful people
thal have given me a lod of education and
support, and I continued o tike classes
and started on ressarch projects while 1
was being trained 0 become an oendlo-
gisk.” she said in an e-mul message from
Laverneme. "1 have legrmed about wine by
working in the wine indusiry, raveling 1o
wing regians and thiough mstings.”
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Hitty

A  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
inspired by Hiny that her father
made for her when she was a child.
Adice White Winton, who lives in
Lenox, stll has a first-edition
copy of “Hitty™ that her mother
read to her when she was o first-
grader. Winton said she enjoys
rercading the story, which she has
read to her children and grandchil-
dren.

Barbara Allen, curator of the
library's historical colbection, said
in a recent interview that nothing
was known aboul Hitty prior o

her adopiion by Field and
Lothrop.
'Thr.' dall, as an amiifact and

picce of folk an, has a character
that comes through in the book,”
Allen sald. “They caught and
humanized that because she is
kind of a feisty hittle character,
while on the other hand, she is lit-
tle and old-fashioned. Rachel
picked up on that and built it inio
a wonderful adventure story. The
fictional Hity winds up in an
antigue siore, which is where the
dnnl! wound up. It ties it all togeth-

.Mll:l said there s oaly one
“Hitty: Her First 100 Years,”
which is now available in paper-
back, but there have been “take-
offs” by other writers. Variations
have been published in Swedish,
French, Dutch and Chinese.

The doll has been given to the

library by a Lathrop cousin, Roger
Linscot, a retirgd Berkshire Eagle
editorial writer who lives in
L.

“Roger knew we had o g
archival collection on the Fields
amd objects relating to them.”
Allen saicd. “We have a letter by
Rachel Field, and we have
acquired Ficld's typescript for the
book with handwmitien nofes.”

Linscont’s daughter, Wendy
Linscaott, a Great Barrington attor-
ney who will paricipate in the
seminar, said her father and his
siblings inherited the Lathrop
cstate. The Linscotts found Hitty
in a box in Lathrop®s cellar,

“Among the important assets of
the estaie were the doll Hitty and
her personal possessions,” Wendy
Llinscott said, “There was farmi-
ture. She had a change of clothing,
a little basket, a bocket and furmi-
twre, all of which came ino my
father’s possession. He decided 1o
give it to the library because of the
the connection with the Field fam-
ily in Stockbridge. 1 was lucky
emough 1o have Hitty living in my
house for o few weeks while we
were ensuning tha everything was
in order for her o be donated 1o
the library.”

She added, “It's a wonderful
story, and I must say it wasn't until
we came into possession of Hitty
that we began to realize what o cult

magazines hod been running big
stories asking, “Where is Himy?'
‘What's happened 1o Hity? She
wias missing in action for years
because she lived a very quiet life
in a box in the Lathrop house
down in Falls Village, Conn.™

The seminar will end with walk-
ing tours of the “Field Family of
Swockbridge.”

"The Field famaly i all ower
Stockbridge,” Allen said. "It is an
amazing family. It began with
David Dudley Field, who came
here in 1819 from Connecticut 1o
be the fourth minister of the
Congregational Chorch. He had 10

children. Two Fields were
Supreme Court  justices, Cyrus

Field was responsible for nunning
the transatlantic cable. David
Dudley Field Jr, was a lawyer on
amaring cases. As the owner of o
large pan of Mopument Mountain,
he made sure it was mken care of
for nature lovers"

Rachel Field was the niece of
Manhew Dickinson Field, Thus
Hitty became pari of the Field
family. She is on dﬁpll:.l with her
belongings, still wearing the dress
she had on when Field and Lathrop
found her.

Allen reporied that the clothing,
including a hoop skirt, has been
cleaned and preserved.

“Her laundry bill was $2,200."
she said,

The fee for the three-day semi-
mar ix 3120, iom and a
schedule of events: 413-298-5501.
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She said Xavier was the most
wonderful of those she met in
Mapa Valley, where he was check-
ing outl Califormia wine making.
The pair were together again later
in France after Keme had gone 1o
Argenting to work on a wine
research project.

She amved at Lavernetle in
2005 10 join the DeBodssicus in
their pursuilt of excellent wine,
Members of the Family’s 12th and
131h generations are now working
ingether.

Some of the frusts of what
Bnen 15 learming at her hus-
hand's side will be offiered ai the
Wentfort Hall party, where guesis
will sample some of the vine-
vard's “most recent vintages,”

Among them will the 2005
Beaujolais-Villages Ros, the 3005
Beaujolais-Yillages and a 2005

Pouilly-Fuissé,
“We are irving to get them to
Muassachusetts for the Ventfort

Hall wasting,” 0" Brien wrote, bl
our distributor in Massachusctis
has been rather difficult about the
whole siuation. We are doing our
best and hoping that the wines that
we would like to will be
able to be puumu‘il:m:mﬂm
irying o send the Cremani de
Bouwrgogne, which was served at
the wedding. [ didn’t make it, but
it's very fun to have bubbles at a
party.”

Karrig OV Brian

A special wine descnbed by
O'Brien in a letter 1o “dear
friends” s !-iqu'iil Love, ™an
expression of spring in bloom.™ I
was the first vintage wine she and
Xavier made together in the cellar
atl Lavermeble.

“The de Boissied family
worked together 1o help create
wines of the highest calibre and
hiad & Lot of fun doing it,” O Bren
wrole, “We look forward 1o shar-
ing the fruits of owr labor with
yiou.”

Tickets for the wine tasting are
515 per person with reservations,
545 on the day of the event. An
dfternoon Victorian fea will alro
be available to the general public.
Thoze who attend the wine tasting
will be welcome to share fea ail ino
extra cosl. |, and reser-
vations; 413-637-3206,
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